
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Citizens’ Rail is an EU project that draws upon the UK’s two decades of 
community rail expertise and applies this approach in other parts of North 
West Europe for the first time.  
 

Led by the Devon & Cornwall Rail Partnership, the €9 million 
project has partners in the UK, France, Germany and the 
Netherlands. It is providing more frequent services, station 
improvements, community engagement and local marketing 
campaigns. 
 

In the UK, Citizens’ Rail has enabled the construction of a new locally owned 
station building at Burnley Manchester Road that is playing a major part in the 
town’s regeneration, alongside the return of direct trains to Manchester.  
 
In the South West, the project is injecting new energy into the Riviera Line 
(Exeter-Paignton). Additional services, improved stations, volunteer groups, 
school engagement and a major marketing campaign have helped the line to 
bounce back stronger than before following 2014’s devastating storms. 
 
Through regular site visits and meetings with the French, Dutch and German 
partners, new perspectives have emerged to help the community rail sector to 
continue to develop and learn. 
 
The project runs from May 2012 to September 2015 and is 50% funded by the 
EU Interreg IVB North West Europe programme.  
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